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The Articlesthat Resistingan Absolution from the Emperor in Loan Contracts Found
in Tunhuang and Turfan and the Commands of Remitting Civil Debts by the Emperor in That Time
——the conflict between the civil usury and state control in Tang and Song Dynasties
HUO Cun- fu
(Law School , Jilin University , Changchun, Jilin 130012)

Abstract : The articles that resisting an absolution from emperor in loan contracts found in Tunhuang and
Turfan which remark "ceasing to collect public and civil debts, except thisone" " if thereis an absolution
afterwards, it doesrit affect thisone" , are the representations of civil society resisting the absolution from
the emperor. Remitting civil debts beginsfrom Northern Wei Dynasty , which aims at civil usury, such as
"interest exceeding principal , change the contract" and so on; the absolutionin Tang Dynasty Five Dynas
ties South Song and Yuan Dynasty inherits this tradition. Besides, this absolution al so affects the interest
- freeloan contracts, so that there are articles that res sting an absolution from the emperor in this kind of
contract. From this phenomenon we can see the strengthening of civil defending consciousness. The arti-
cles that redsting an absolution from the emperor in contracts appear again and again, but in the same time
the commands of remitting civil debts promulgate in high frequency. All of these reflect the conflict be-
tween the civil usury and state control. In Ming and Qing Dynasties, the emperor doesrit use the com-
mands of remitting civil debts, 0 the articlesin a contract that res sting an absol ution from the emperor al-
so disappear.

Key words: Tunhuang; Turfan; loan contract ;article in a contract that res sting an absolution from the em-
peror ;civil debts;usury
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