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L egal Proverb: the Popular Form of Reason ng and
Exper ience n Chnes L egal L fife:

Analysis of L egal Culture n Chines Proverb

HUO Cun-fu
(Law School, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Legal proverbs, afom of folk language related © lav, produced and commonly used by folk,
fallswithin folk culture category. A s judged by theway inwhich culture or mentality has been inherited,
legal proverbs are more profound or intensive compared with those tvo-part allegorical sayings and idio-
matic expressions that fall inside the Imitsof sane kind of folk adage as legal proverbs do, and they gp-
pear © be more meticulous compared with those idioms that belong © elegant language The basis, of
which popular foms that legal proverbs show, lies in the needs as b summarizing and passing on truth
and experiencesof daily legal life The legal life, which is reflected by legal proverbs, ranges broadly
fran main areas of ©cial legal life b main legal phenomena L egal proverbs have close relationship with
lawv, since both of them originate in legal regulations and principles aswell as essence of lav. They al©
have close relationship with regular proverbs On one hand, regular proverbs affect legal proverbs by
means of supporting and reinforcing or enhancing legal proverbs On the other hand, legal proverbs are
trandomed into peripheral proverbs smetime o that they may go a step further in expressing a kind of
truth or experiences in daily life In dort, it is significant to research on legal proverbs from interdiscipli-
nary viev of juriprudence, linguistics, cultural science, and historiogrgphy:

Keywords legal proverbs legal life; popular fom; Chinese proverb; legal culture
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